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A 

BILL 

TO 

Reform and assimilate the Systems of Local Government AMU. 
in force in Towns in Ireland. 

W HEEEAS it is expedient that tlie law relating to municipal 
elections in Ireland should he amended : 

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tempora , 

5 and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows : 

1. This Act may he cited as “ The Municipal Elections (Ireland) Short title. 
Act, 1877.” 

2. In the construction of this Act the folio-wing words and 
10 expressions shall, except where the context excludes such con- 
struction, he interpreted as follows : 

The word “ town ” shall include a city, town, corporate borough, 
market-town, county of a city, county of a town, or other town 
in Ireland, and in relation to any governing body shall mean 
IB the area within which such governing body has jurisdiction : 

The terms “ governing body ” and “ local rate, in relation to any 
town described in the first column of the Schedule (A.) to this 
Act annexed, shall mean the persons or bodies of persons, and 
the rate in that behalf respectively described in the second and 
on third columns of the said schedule : 

The expressions “ returning officer ” and “ town clerk, ’ used m 
relation to any town described in the said schedule, shall mean 

the persons in that' behalf respectively described in the fourth 

and fifth columns of the said schedule : 

2B The expression “town hall” shall include the offices of any 
commissioners, municipal commissioners, town or township 
commissioners, of any town in which this Act is in force : 

The expression “ commencement of this Act, in relation to any 
town mentioned in the first column of the said schedule, shall 
30 mean the day on which this Act sliaE come into force in such 
town : 

[Bill 34] A 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



2 Local Government m Toions {Ireland). [40 Vict.] 

A.D. 1877. The term “ special Act,” in relation to any governing body, shall 
- mean and include any and every Act of Parliament under the 

provisions of which such governing body is constituted, and in 
the execution of which such governing body is acting : 

The word “ prescribed,” used in this Act in reference to any 5 
matter therein stated, shall be construed to refer to such matter 
as the same shall be prescribed or provided for in the special 
Act, and the sentence in which such word occurs shall be 
construed as if instead of the word prescribed the expression 
"prescribed for that purpose in the special Act” had been 10 
used: 

The expression “revising barrister” shall mean, with respect to 
to any city, town, or borough returning a member or members 
to sit in Parliament, the chairman or barrister having juris- 
diction to revise the list of parliamentary voters for such city, 15 
town, or borough ; and with respect to any other town, the 
chair man or barrister having jurisdiction to revise the list of 
parliamentary voters of the county or the riding thereof within 
winch such town is situated, or the deputy of such chairman 
or barrister, or any barrister appointed under the provisions of 20 
this Act to revise the lists of voters in any town in which this 
Act is in force : 

The word “ rent ” shall include every reservation or sum or value 
rendered either in money or otherwise by any tenant, or under 
any contract for or in respect of the occupation, use, or enjoy- 25 
ment of any lands and premises, and also every fee farm rent, 
rent seek, head rent, and chief rent : 

The expression “ Valuation Acts ” shall mean the Act of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth years of the reign of Her present 
Majesty, intituled “ An Act to amend the laws relating to the 30 
“ valuation of rateable Property in Ireland,” and any Act or 
Acts amending the same : 

The expression “ Poor Law Acts ’ shall mean the Act of the fiist 
and second years of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled 
“ An Act for the more effectual relief of the destitute Poor in 35 
“ Ireland,” and any Act or Acts amending the same; and the 
expression “net annual value ” used in relation to any lands or 
premises shall have the same meaning as that expression has 
under the Poor Law Acts : 

The expression “ lands and premises ” shall include all rateable 40 
hereditaments within the meaning of the Poor Law Acts. 
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3. The provisions o£ this Act shall come into force in all towns AD. 1877. 
descriheci in the Schedule (A.) to this Act annexed, at the times ipplicaL ;on 
herein-after respectively mentioned with reference to snch towns; ofthnAot 
that is to say, 

5 In every town described in Part I. of the said schedule, from and 
after the passing of this Act ; 

In every town described in Part II. of the said schedule which, 
at the time of the passing of this Act, contains a population 
exceeding six thousand , from and after the passing of this Act : 
in In every town described in Part II. of the said schedule which, 
at the time of the passing of this Act, contains a population 
not exceeding sis? thousand, from and after the time when the 
population of such town shah exceed six thousand. 

In estimating at any time the population of any town the popu- 
15 lation mentioned in the census or abstract then last laid before 
Parliament, as by law required, with reference to such town shall 
be deemed to be the population thereof : Provided always that this 
Act shall not cease to be in force in any town in which it has onee 
come into operation in consequence of the number of the population 
20 of such town falling below six thousand. 

Provided also, that until after the formation of the first registers 
of voters under this Act in any town, all elections shall be held, and 
all persons shall be qualified to vote in the manner and subject to 
the conditions in force in such town at the time of the passing of 
25 of this Act. 

4. On the twenty-fifth day of November which shall first occur Eristog 
after the formation of the first registers of voters in any town under j^es, when 
the provisions of this Act, or, if such day be a Sunday, then on the to go out. 
following day, (which day is in this Act referred to as “ the first 
30 “ election ”), all the members of the governing body of such town 
shall "0 out of office, but shall be. eligible for re-election, and on 
the same day persons shall be elected to bn members of such 
governing body as provided for by this Act. 

In every town in which the day prescribed for the election of the 
35 governing body shall occur between the first day of August next 
after the commencement of. this Act within such town and the 
twenty-fifth day of November then next following, both inclusive, 
no election shall be held on such day, but every member of such 
governing body then holding office shall continue to hold such office 
40 until the said twenty-fifth day of November, and shall have all the 
powers and be subject to all the duties and be entitled to the same, 
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A.D. 1877. or a proportion of the same, salary and fees of such office for the 
time for which he shall act as if he had been elected to such office 
on the day prescribed for the election of the governing body of such 
town, and had continued in office until the twenty -fifth day of 
November then nest following. ® 

One half Of 5. At and after the first election in any town one half of the 

members of members of the governing body, or if such town be divided into 
IZy Tfe wards, one half of the members of the governing body for each 
elected by warc [ s p a n b e elected by persons qualified to vote as owners, and 
le 3 by shall be styled « owners representatives,” and the other half shall be 10 
occupiers. elected by persons qualified to vote as occupiers, and shall be s y e 
Humber of “occupiers representatives;” and where before the commencement 
governing () r . 1 ^ ^e.l: the number of members of the governing body of 
afeven 1 ” any town, or the number of members of such governing body 

number. e i ec ted for any ward of such town, was not a number which is 15 

divisible by two, the Local Government Board of Ireland may by 
order under the hand of then secretary, to be published in the 
Dublin Gazette and in some newspaper circulating m such town, 
increase or diminish the number of the governing body in such 

town, or the number of members thereof elected for any ward or -0 

wards, or for all the wards therein, so as to make such number a 
number which is divisible by two ; and in making such increase 
or reduction the Local Government Board shall have regard to 
the circumstances of each such town and to the provisions of this 
Act, and may, if they think fit, cause a local inquiry to be held 
in such town for the purpose of obtaining information as to the 
circumstances of such town, and the most convenient mode of 
living effect to the objects of this Act. 

dotation. 6 The members of the governing body of any town elected at 

the first election shall go out of office by rotation in the following 30 
manner; viz., on the twenty-fifth day of November m the year 
followin'” the first election, one third of the members of such govern- 
in'” body shafi go out of office, and on the twenty-fifth day of 
November in the following year, another thwd of the members of 
such governing body shall go out of office, and on the twenty-fifth 35 
day of November in the foUowing year, the remainder of the mem- 
bers of such governing body shall go out of office,, and on the 
twenty-fifth day of November in every subsequent year, one third 
of the members of such governing body (being those who have been 
longest in office) shall go out of office; and in each instance the 40 
places of the retiring members of the governing body, if owners 
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representatives, stall ta supplied by tire election on the twenty-fifth . 
day of November in each year of a like number of owners repre- 
sentatives, and if occupiers representatives by the election on such 
day of a like number of occupiers representatives m the manne 
k l)Y this and the special Act provided. 

^Provided always, that if the number of members of the governing 
body be some number not divisible by three the governing body 
shaU in each case determine what number of such members as 
nearly one third as may be, shall go out of office, so hat no member 
10 shall remain in office longer than three years without being 
elected. 

7 In order to determine the rotation by which the first members 
of the governing body of any town shah go out of office, such 
o-overning body stall within one month after the first election meet 
1B at some convenient place for the purpose of forming a ro totem hsfi 
and at such meeting the town clerk or some person to be then 
appointed for that purpose by such governing body, shall write the 
names of all the members of such governing body on separate > slips 
of paper, all as nearly as may be of equal s me, and having- folded 
,0 them up in the same manner, he shall put them into a ballot bon, 
and shall in the presence of the meeting draw out such slips of 
paper in succession, and the names upon the shps so ffiawn shall 
be written by such town clerk or other person m a list m the order 
in which thev are drawn, or where the governing body are elected 
2B for wards in as many lists as there are wards, and m the order 
aforesaid, each list containing the names of the members of he 
governing body for one such ward only, and every such list shall 
be kept by the town clerk among the papers of the governing body, 
and the names therein shall be numbered consecutively, and the 
30 members of the governing body shall retire from office m the older 
in which then names appear on such list or . lists, as the case may 
be, in the proportions in this Act mentioned. 

8 Every member of any governing body going out of office by 
rotation may be re-elected, and after such re-election he shaU with 
35 reference to going out by rotation be considered as a new member. 

9. If any extraordinary vacancy stall be occasioned in the go- 
verning body of any town, the persons entitled to vote at the election 
of such governing body, or where such town is divided into wards, 
the persons entitled to vote at the election of the members of such 
M governing body for the ward in which such vacancy has occurred, 
shah, on a day to be fixed by the returning officer (such day not to 
[34] A 3 
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be later than ten days after such vacancy) elect from the persons 
qualified to he members of such governing body, another person 
qualified to supply such vacancy : Provided always, that if the 
member in whose room such person is to be elected was an owners 
representative, no person not qualified to vote as an owner as 5 
herein-after provided shall vote at such election ; and if the member 
in whose room such person is to be elected was an occupiers repre- 
sentative, no person not qualified to vote as an occupier shall vote 
at such election ; and such election shall be held and the voting and 
other proceedings, in case of a contest, shall be conducted in the 10 
prescribed manner; and every person so elected shall hold such 
office until the time at which the person in the room of whom he 
was chosen would regularly have gone out of office, and he shall 
then go out of office, but shall be capable of immediate re-election 
if then qualified as prescribed. 15 

Qualification of Voters. 

10. In addition to the persons heretofore qualified by law to vote 
at the election of members of the governing body of any town in 
which this Act is in force, every man who is a ratepayer within the 
meaning of this Act and who is qualified as follows, shall be entitled 20 
to be registered and to vote at any such election ; (that is to say,) 

(1.) In the city of Dublin ; every man of full age and not subject 
to any legal incapacity, who is entitled to receive rent 
arising from any lands and premises situated within the 
said city (in case such rent shall exceed all rent paid by 25 
him in respect of the same lands or premises), or who, 
if the same were let to a tenant, would be entitled to 
receive the rent from the tenant thereof, shall, if duly 
registered, be entitled to vote as an owner : 

(2.) In the city of Dublin ; every man of full age and not subject 30 
to any legal incapacity, who is the actual occupier as 
tenant or owner of any house, warehouse, counting' -house, 
or shop situated within the said city, shall, if duly regis- 
tered, be entitled to vote as an occupier : 

(3.) In any town, except Dublin ; every man of full age and not 35 
subject to any legaHncapacity, who is entitled to receive 
rent arising from any lands or premises situated withi n 
such town, rated under the last rate for the time being at 
the net annual value of more than four pounds, (in case 
such rent shall exceed all rent paid by him in respect of the 40 
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same lands or premises,) or who, if the same were let to a AXeW7. 
tenant, would be entitled ' to -receive the rent from the 
tenant thereof, shall, if duly registered, be entitled to vote 
as an owner : 

5 id.) In any town except Dublin; every man of full age and not Asoccupier.. 
subject to any legal incapacity, who is the actual occupier 
as tenant or owner of any house, warehouse, counting- 
house, or shop situated within such town, rated under the 
last rate for the time being at the net annual value 
10 of more than four pounds, shall, if duly registered, be 

entitled to vote as an occupier. 

Provided always, that no such person shall be entitled to be 
registered and to vote as aforesaid unless he shall have been 
rated to the local rate then last levied m respect of such lan 
15 or premises,- and shall have been the owner or occupier of such 
lands or premises, or other lands or premises of a lie natoe 
within such town, and rated as aforesaid for the space of tw 
months at least next preceding the last day of June then last 
past-, nor unless he shall on or before such last day of Jane m 
20 such year have paid or discharged all such rates as aforesaid as 
shah 'have become payable by him m respect of such-lands 
premises and all poor rates, grand jury cess, and local rates, excep 
such of the said rates as shall have become payable by him within 
the six months next preceding such last day of June. 

2B Provided also, that no person being an 5ST 

twelve calendar months nest preceding the said last daj of , and paupers . 
shall have received relief by order of any board of guardians or of 
any paid officer appointed under the Poor Law Acts, shall be entitled 
to he registered or to vote. 

30 11. Every man who is entitled under the provisions of this Vote in 

Act to be registered, and to vote at the election of the governing t™ to be 
body, or of any members thereof, of any town described m Part I. busses, 
of the Schedule (A.) to this Act annexed, shall be deemed to be a 
burgess of such town, and a member of the body corporate of the 

35 mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of such town. 

12. Any person who is qualified to vote both as owner and also to ^ 
as occupier of the same lands and premises shall be entitled to vote ™i*n«a 

both as an owner and also as an occupier, : 

13. If in any town in which this Act is in force, any person 

40 occupying lands and premises is liable to pay a: rent, and is also deducted 
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liable to pay local rate in respect of tbe same, such person may 
deduct from such rent for each pound of the rent which he shall 
be liable so to pay one half of the sum which he shall have paid 
as rate in respect of each pound of the net annual value of such 
lands and premises (whether such rent shall be greater or less than 5 
such net annual value), and so in proportion for any less sum than 
a pound : Provided always, that in no case shall it be lawful for 
such person to deduct from such rent a larger sum than one half 
the amount of the rate which he shall have paid in respect of such 
lands and premises. ^ 

14. Where any person receiving rent in respect of any lands or 
premises shall also pay a rent in respect of the same, he shall 
be entitled to deduct from the rent so paid by him a sum bearing 
such a proportion to the amount of local rate deducted from the 
rent received by him as the rent paid by him bears to the rent 15 
received by him : Provided always, that every lessor rated under 
the provisions of the Local Act, instead of any occupier of lands 

or premises, shall be entitled to deduct from any rent paid by him 
in respect of such lands and premises, a sum bearing such a pro- 
portion to one half of the entire rate on such property as the rent 20 
paid by him bears to the net annual value of such lands and 
premises. 

15. The power by this Act given of making a deduction from 
any rent payable by any person in respect of rate which has been 
paid, or in respect of any deduction which has been made from 25 
any rent received by such person, shall be subject to the following 
restrictions : 

(1.) In the case of a person having no greater interest in the 
lands and premises in respect of which such rate is made 
than a tenancy at will, tenancy from year to year, or lease 30 
or agreement for a term not exceeding one year of such 
lands or premises in any town, such power shall not be 
exercised in respect of any rate which shall become pay- 
able before the expiration of one year from the day which 
shall first occur after the commencement of this Act in 35 
such town, on which notice may by law be given by the 
landlord of such lands or premises of his intention to 
terminate such tenancy : 

(2.) In the case of a lease or agreement for a lease granted or 

made before the commencement of this Act of any lands 40 
or premises in any town for a term exceeding one year, no 
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such deduction shall he made in respect of any rate or • _ 
rent which shall become payable before the expiration of 
three years from the commencement of this Act in such 
town, and where any such deduction has been made from 
any such rent, the person entitled to receive such rent may 
serve a notice, in the form in Schedule (B.) to this Act 
annexed, or to the like effect, on the person liable to pay 
such rent, requiring such person to pay an annual sum 
equivalent to the proportionate part of the rate or sum 
deducted -from such rent, calculated on the average amount 
of such rate during the three years next preceding, m 
addition to the rent previously paid by such person ; and 
from and after the receipt of such notice, such person 
shall be liable to pay, and shall pay the sum mentioned m 
such notice in addition to the sum previously payable by 
such person in respect of rent ; and all actions, suits, and 
proceedings which might have been commenced and prose- 
cuted by the person entitled to receive the rent payable 
before the" service of such notice for the recovery of the 
same, may be commenced and prosecuted for the purpose 
of recovering the rent so increased as aforesaid, as fully 
and effectually as they might have been commenced and 
prosecuted for the recovery of the rent payable before the 

service of such notice as aforesaid ; and the service of such 
notice and the recovery of such increased rent as aforesaid 
by the person entitled to receive the same, shall not be 
deemed a disturbance of such tenant m his holding by the 
act of the landlord within the meaning of “ The Landlord 
and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870.” 



30 16 . In all cases the receipt for local rate in respect of any hands £££> 

or premises in any town in which this Act is m foice sha „ke„ in pay- 
accepted by every person entitled to receive rent m. respect of the mentof ran,, 
same lands and premises in lieu of such a sum of money, and m fall 
consideration of such portion of rent as the person tendering such 

35 receipt is hereby entitled to deduet from such rent by reason of Ins 

payment of the rate for which such receipt shah be given : Provided 
always, that no deduction on account of any payment oi rate under 
this Act shall be belcl to be a discharge of any portion of any gale 
or quarterly or other payment of rent due from the person entitled to 
40 make such deduction, so as to prejudice the right of any landlord o 
recover the possession of any lands or premises by ejection for non- 
[34.] B 
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payment of tlie rent thereof in any case where the remaining portion 
of such gale shall be unpaid, but that it shall and may he lawful for 
such landlord to proceed for the recovery of such lands and premises 
by ejectment, as effectually as if the entire gale or quarterly or other 
payment of rent out of which such deduction is hereby allowed had 5 
remained wholly due and unpaid : Provided also, that no deduction 
shall he made from any rentcharge granted by way of jointure, or 
any other rentcharge or annuity granted, limited, or devised for a 
life or lives in being only, or for years determinable on a life or 
lives in being. ^ 

17. Every occupier paying local rate and not entitled to deduct 
the whole thereof from the rent paid by him, and every person 
receiving in respect of any lands or premises rent from which any 
deduction shall be made on account of local rate, in case such rent 
shall exceed all rent paid by him in respect of the same lands or 15 
premises, shall be deemed to be a ratepayer within the meaning of 
this Act. 

18. At every election of the governing body of any town in 
which this Act is in force, when a local rate shall have been made, 
every ratepayer who under the last of such rates shall have paid 20 
or be liable to pay rate (whether in one or in more than one sum 

or charge) in respect of lands and premises in such town, shall (if 
registered) have a vote or votes according to the scale herein-after 
mentioned ; (the number of votes in the case of an occupier to be 
computed and allowed in respect of the net annual value of the 25 
lands and premises occupied by him, and in the case of a person 
receiving rent and contributing rate in respect thereof to be com- 
puted and allowed according to the net amount of the rent received 
by him after deducting therefrom all rent which he may be liable to 
pay, and in respect of which he may be entitled to deduct from the 30 
rate contributed). 

Where the net annual value of such lands and premises so 
occupied or the net amount of such rent, — 

Shall not amount to twenty pounds 
Shall amount to twenty pounds and not to fifty 
pounds - " 

Shall amount to fifty pounds and not to one hundred 
pounds - 

Shall amount to one hundred pounds and not to one 

hundred and fifty pounds 



one vote ; 

35 

two votes ; 
three votes ; 
four votes ; 40 
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Shall amount to one hundred and fifty pounds and 

not to two hundred pounds - - - fi ve votes 

Shall amount to two hundred pounds and upwards six votes : 



A.D. 1877. 



And in every case, except where the same person claims to vote 
5 both as owner and also as occupier in respect of the same lands 
and premises, if the occupier paying rates shah not he entitled to 
deduct any part thereof from any rent paid hy him, he shah have 
double the number of votes above mentioned, and where the net annual 
value of the rateable property shall exceed the rent paid by the 
10 occupier he shall, in addition to his votes as occupier, have the same 
number of votes as owner as if such excess of net annual value 
were rent received and retained hy him without deductions; and 
for the purpose of ascertaining the number of votes to which a 
ratepayer shall be entitled, the aggregate amount of the valuation 
IB under the Valuation Acts of the lands and premises m respect of 
which he claims to vote shall be taken to be the annual value 
thereof. 



19 In case two or more ratepayers shall be jointly liable to pay 
local 'rate, each of them shall be entitled to vote according to the 

ao proportion. and amount which shall; be borne by him, and where one 
only of the persons jointly liable shall claim to vote, he shall be 
entitled to vote in respect of the whole of the lands and premises 
in respect of which such ratepayers may he jomtly liable. 

20 In cases of lands or premises belonging to or occupied by 
25 any corporation aggregate, or any joint stock or other company, or 

any department of the Imperial Government, no member of such 
corporation, or proprietor of or interested in such company or officer 
of such department shall be entitled to vote in respect thereof, but 
anv officer of such corporation or company or department of the 
30 Imperial Government, as the case may be, whose name shall be 
registered by the order or direction of the governing body ref such 
corporation or of the directors of such company or of the chief 
officer or secretary of such department of the Government as then 
proxy shall be entitled to vote either as owner or occupier, or both 
35 as owner and as occupier, as the case may be, in respect of such 
lands or premises in the same manner as if he were himself qualified 
to vote as owner or occupier, or both as owner and as occupier, m 
respect thereof. 

21. Every man of full age (not being in holy orders or a regular 
40 minister of any religious denomination) whose name appears on 

rs4.] B 2 
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12 Local Government in Towns (Ireland). [40 VlOT.’J 

any register of voters of any town described in the first column of 
the Schedule (A.) to this Act annexed, and who is qualified as 
follows, shall be eligible to be elected a member of the governing 
body of such town ; that is to say, 

Every such man who is seised or possessed of real or personal 5 
property, or both, of the clear value of five hundred j pounds or 
upwards above what will satisfy his debts, shall be eligible to 
be elected as an owners representative : 

Every such man who is in actual occupation of any house, ware- 
house; counting-house, or shop within such town, rated at 10 
the net annual value of twelve pounds or upwards under the 
Poor Law Acts, shall be eligible to be elected as an occupiers 
representative : 

Provided always, that if two or more persons be jointly seised or 
possessed of real or personal property, or both, of such value or 15 
amount as would, if equally divided between them, qualify each to 
be elected, or if two or more persons - he jointly rated in respect 
of any property which, if equally divided between them, would 
qualify each to be elected, each of the persons so jointly seised, 
possessed, or rated may be elected, but the same property shall not 20 
at the same time qualify both the owner and the occupier thereof. 

22. No bankrupt or other person not qualified as aforesaid shall be 
capable of being elected as aforesaid ; and if any person after being 
so elected shall lose' or discontinue to hold his qualification or . shall 
be declared bankrupt, or shall compound with the creditors, or if any 25 
member elected under this Act shall accept or hold any office or 
place of profit under the governing body, of which he is a member, 
or shall in any manner be concerned in any bargain or contract 
entered into by such governing body, or participate in the profit 
thereof, or of any work done under the authority of the local Act in 80 
or for the town for which he is member, then and in every such case 
such person shall, except in the cases next herein-after provided, 
cease to be such member, and his office as such shall thereupon be- 
come vacant; and any person who, not being duly qualified to act 
as member of the said governing body, or who after being disqualified 35 
or disabled from acting by any provision of this Act, shall so act, 
shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty of fifty pounds, 
which may be recovered by any person, with full costs of suit, by 
action of debt ; and in such action it shall be sufficient for the 
plaintiff to prove in the first instance that the defendant at the time 40 
when the offence is alleged to have been committed, acted as such 
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member, and the tardea of proving qualification or negativing die- A.U18I7. 
qualification by reason of not being seised or possessed of tire requisite 
real or personal estate, or both, shall be upon the defendant : Pro- 
vided always, that no person being a proprietor, shareholder, or mem- 
5 ber of any company or concern established for the supply °f water 
or for the carrying on of any works of a like public nature, shall be 
disabled from being, continuing, or acting as member of the said 
governing body by reason of any contract entered into between such 
company or concern and such governing body, but no such person 
10 shall vote as member of the said governing body upon any queshon 
in which such company or concern is interested : Provided also, 
that all acts and proceedings of any person disqualified, disabled or 
not duly qualified as aforesaid, shall, if done previous y to the 
recovery of the last-mentioned penalty, be valid and effectual to all 
15 intents and purposes whatsoever. 



Registers of Voters. 

23. On or before the first day of August which shall first occur Wjjj-a 
after the commencement of this Act in any town every corporation Tote . 
aggregate, joint stock or other company, and department of the 
20 Imperial Government, and every person whose name does not appear 
in the valuation list of rateable property within such town made 
under the Valuation Acts, and who claims to be entitled to vote at 
the election of the governing body, or of any members thereof of 
such town, and in every year except the first, every such cor- 
25 poration, company, department, or person whose name or the name 
of whose proxy does not appear on any register of voters made 
under this Act for the previous year, shall deliver to the town 
clerk a notice in writing in the form marked (1) mtke Schedule (0.) 
to this Act annexed, or to the like effect, giving his or then-name 
30 and address, and containing a description of the nature of his or 
their interest or estate in the lands or premises m respect of which 
he or they claim to be entitled to vote, and a statement of the 
amount of all rent which he or they may receive or pay m respect 
thereof, and of the person or persons- from whom he or they may 
35 receive, or to whom he or they may pay the same, and aho statmg 
the number of votes which he or they claim to be entitled to under 
the provisions of this Act at the election of the governing body of 
such town or of the members of such governing body for any ward 
thereof, and no proxy shad be entitled to vote on behalf of any 
4,0 corporation aggregate, joint stock or other company, or depait- 
[34.] B 8 
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A.D. 1877. ment of the Government, unless such notice contain the name and 
address of such proxy, and a true copy of the resolution, minute, 
or order containing the appointment of such proxy. 

Town clerk 24 . On or before the third day of August in every year after the 
to prepare commencement of this Act in any town, the town clerk shall make 5 
sons entitled out from the notices delivered to him under the provisions of this 
to vote. Act, by persons claiming to vote, or to appoint proxies to vote in 
the election of the governing body or of any member thereof of such 
town, and also from the valuation list of rateable property within 
such town made under the Valuation Acts, separate lists of all persons 10 
who shall appear to he entitled to be registered and to vote as 
owners and as occupiers respectively as aforesaid, and all the names 
in each such list shall he arranged alphabetically and numbered, 
beginning the numbers from the first name in each such list and 
continuing them in a regular series to the last name in such list; 15 
and every such list shall be made out according to the form num- 
bered (2.) in the Schedule (C.) to this Act annexed, or to the like 
effect, with so many columns as may be necessary for the insertion 
of the particulars herein-after mentioned of the several cesses, rates, 
or taxes payable within such town, and of the number of votes to 20 
which any person whose name is entered on any such list appears 
to be entitled : Provided always, that in every town divided into 
wards, there shall be separate lists for those entitled to vote as 
owners and as occupiers respectively in each ward, and that the 
names of the persons appearing to be entitled as aforesaid to be 25 
registered and to vote as aforesaid, shall be entered in the lists for 
the ward wherein the lands or premises by the ownership or occu- 
pation and rating whereof they may appear to be so entitled shall 
be situate, and the town clerk shall two days at the least before 
the third day of August in every year, summon or cause to be 30 
summoned the collectors of all rates for the relief of the poor, and 
of grand jury cesses, and local rates, and of all rates and taxes 
payable in respect of premises within such town, to attend at his 
office at such time or times within the seven days next succeeding 
the said third day of August as he shall think necessary, with 35 
all necessary books, papers, vouchers, and accounts, and they and 
each of them shall themselves, or by then sufficient deputies, 
attend accordingly at the office of the said town clerk, and shall 
in such order as the said town clerk shall direct for the more 
convenient despatch of business, enter in the columns of the said 40 
lists appropriated to the taxes, rates, or cesses within their collection 
respectively, the amount of the last tax, rate, or cess paid by each 
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person named in snot lists, or paid on aceonnt of the premises 
in respect whereof such person may he entitled to he registered 
as aforesaid, and the date of such payment and the amount of the 
tax, rate, or cess (if any) then due and unpaid hy each such person, 
a or in respect of such premises as aforesaid, and the date when the 
same became due and payable, and shall sign the said columns, am 
on the completion of the entries so to he made in the said lists, the 
said town clerk shall cause a notice thereof to he fixed on or near 
the outer door of the town hall, or in some public and conspicuous 
10 place within the town, and shall keep the said lists m his said office 
to he perused hy any person without payment of any fee at a 
reasonable hours on every day (Sundays excepted) between the 
twelfth and the twenty -fourth, days of August both inclusive, and 
shall deliver a copy thereof or any extract therefrom to any person 
15 requiring the same on payment of a reasonable price not exceeding 
one halfpenny for every name with the entries attached thereto 
which may he included in such copy or extract so required, and 
such copy or extracts as aforesaid shall be delivered hy the town 
clerk within four days from the date of the application. 

20 25 Anv collector who shah neglect to perform the duties herein- 

before described shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty pounds, 
to be recovered by civil bill in any court having jurisdiction m|un 
such town by any person who shall sue for the sime, one hah to 
he paid to the person who shall sue for the same, and the other half, 

25 after deducting the expenses of so suing, to be ascertained hy such 
court, to be paid to Her Majesty, her heirs and successors. 

26. Every person whose name shall- have been onntted in any P =from 
such list and every corporation, company, and department ot e Usts to gi ve 
Imperial Government the name of whose proxy shall have been .otototto 
30 omitted from any such list, and who shall claim to have his name 
or the name of such proxy inserted on any register of voters, or who 
claims to be entitled to a larger number of votes than the numbei 
which such person or proxy is stated to be entitled to m such lis , 
shall on or before the twenty fourth day of August m every years 
35 give’ notice thereof to the town clerk in writing, accortag to 
the form number (1.) in the said Schedule (0.), or to the like 
effect- and every person whose name shall have been inserted m 
any such list for any town may object to any other person whose 
name appeal's on the same or any other list as not being entitled 
40 to have his name inserted on any register of voters for such town, 
or as not being entitled to as many votes as he is stated to be 
[34.] B 4 
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A.D. 1877. entitled to in sticli list ; and every person so objecting shall, on or 
before the twenty -fourth day of August in every year, give to the 
town clerk, and also to the person objected to, or leave at the pre- 
mises in respect of which the name of such person shall have been 
inserted in such list, notice thereof in writing according to the form 5 
number (3.) in the said Schedule (C.), or to the like effect ; and 
the town clerk shall include the names of all persons so claiming 
to have their names inserted as “owners ” and “occupiers,” respec- 
tively, in separate lists, each of which lists shall be according to 
the form number (4.) in the said Schedule (C.), and shall also 10 
insert the names of all persons objected to (whether such persons 
are entered as “owners” or as “occupiers”) in separate lists ac- 
cording to the form number (5.) in the said Schedule (0.), and 
where such claim or such objection is made on account of the 
number of votes which any person is stated to be entitled to, the 15 
town clerk shall specify in such lists the number of votes claimed or 
objected to, as the case may be, and shall cause copies of such lists 
to be fixed on or near the outer door of the town hall, or in some 
public and conspicuous situation within such town during the eight 
days next preceding the eighth day of September in every year, and 20 
the town clerk shall likewise keep a copy of the names of all the 
persons so claiming as aforesaid, and also a copy of the names of all 
persons so objected to as aforesaid, to be perused by any person 
without payment of any fee at all reasonable hours during the eight 
days (Sunday excepted) next preceding the eighth day of September 25 
in every year, and shall deliver a copy of each of such lists to any 
person requiring the same on payment of a sum not exceeding one 
shilling for each copy. 

Revision of 27. In every year in which this Act shall be in force in any 

lists. town in Ireland the revising barrister having authority to revise the 30 

register of parliamentary voters within such town, or for the county 
within which such town is situated, shall between the eighth day 
of September and the tenth day of November hold an open court 
within such town for the revision of the several lists so made out 
by the town clerk as aforesaid, and shall, ten days at least before 35 
the holding of the said court, give notice to the town clerk of the 
time at which the said court will be holden, and the said town clerk 
shall forthwith cause public notice thereof to be given by advertise- 
ment in one or more of the newspapers circulating in the district 
within which such town is situated, and shall cause a sufficient num- 40 
ber of the copies of the said notice to be written or printed and pub- 
lished and posted in such town, and shall deliver copies thereof to the 
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collectors of all rates for the relief of the poor and of all grand jury AJXW. '• 
cesses and local rates, and of all rates and taxes payable m respect, 
of premises within such town, and to all other persons who had 
have assisted or taken part in preparing any of £ 

5 requiring them and each of them to attend such court, and the 
said persons shall attend such court and every lawful adjournment 
thereof, and shall answer upon oath all such question -- 
he put to them by the revising hamster presiding at such 
touching anything done by them in execution of the provisions of 
10 the Act°and on the holding of such court, the town cleik shall 
bring tlie several lists so made out by him as aforesaid before 
such court, and the revising barrister shall at court 

some lawful adjournment thereof revise the said lists, and 
upon sworn testimony or any other evidence 
15 revising barrister amend the said lists by expunging therefrom &e 
Us of every person whose name shall appear therein who shall 

SU*” 1 US' SwS&W tteeiD tto “T 0± , T y P f the 
who shill be qualified to register and vote at the eto ebon of _tho 
■ soveminv body of such town or of any member thereof, and by 

2 = J -V-S2 

votes shall have been increased or diminished, and against any pa 
Si lists in which any error shall have been 

. RnlTm lied or any insertion made by him, and shall sign ms 
“Zy page Of the several lists so settled, and when the re- 
30 “in»- banister shall have revised, settled, and signed as aforesaid 
all the said several lists for any such town he shall cause the sam 
to be dehvered to the town clerk, who shall place and preserve the 
same among the records of the office and shall allow the same to be 
inspected at all reasonable times without hindrance, fee, or rewa . 

35 Provided always, that it shall be lawful for the said revising barrister 

3 t l-onrn the court for the purpose of revising the said lists torn 
ttiit ttoe up C °te and inldteg the tentl *, of ~ m 

ea< Everv Revising barrister shall be remunerated at the rate of ten 
40 gleJioT every day or part of a day he shall he so employed. 

28 In case it shall appear to the lord Lieutenant or other chief 

nf Ireland that from any cause the lists of r i s ters may 
governor or governois ot liela be appointed. 

[34.] 0 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



18 



Local Government in Towns {Ireland). [10 Vict.] 



A.D. 1877. voters in any year for any town cannot be revised by the revising 
— barrister within the period directed by this Act, be may appoint one 
or more additional barrister or barristers of not less tlian five years 
standing at tlie bar to act together with or in the place of such 
revising barrister or in such revision, and such barrister or barristers 5 
so appointed shall have the same powers and authorities in every 
respect in regard to such revision, and shall be remunerated at the 
same rate, as such revising barrister. 



Revised lists 29 . The town clerk shall keep the lists so revised, signed and 
to be copied delivered to him as aforesaid, and shall cause the said lists to he 10 
liylownclerk jcj, ^ tra]y CO pied into two general lists in two hooks to he 
by him provided for that purpose, in one of which hooks, to he 
called the “ owners register,” the names of all persons entitled to 
vote as owners, and in the other, to be caUed the “occupiers 
register,” the names of all persons entitled to vote as occupiers IB 
shall he entered, and such names shall be arranged alphabetically 
in each ward (where the town is divided into wards) with every 
name therein numbered, beginning the number from the first name 
in the first ward, and continuing them in a regular series to the 
last name in the last ward, and shall cause such hooks to he com- 
pleted on or before the twentieth day of November in every year, 
and shall deliver such hooks together with the lists at the expn-ation 
of his office to the person succeeding him in such office ; and such 
books shall be the registers of the persons entitled to vote as owners 
and occupiers respectively, at any election of the governing body 2B 
of such town, or of any members thereof, which may take place 
between the 'twenty-fifth day of November inclusive in the year 
wherein such register shall have been made and the twenty-fifth 
day of November in the succeeding year, or until a new register of 
voters shall have been made. 30 



20 



30 The town clerk of every town in which this Act is in force 
shall cause to be written or printed copies of the registers of voters 
to be made ^ ever y y ear , and shall deliver snob copies to all persons applying 
f° r sale. for the same on payment 0 f a reasonable price for each copy, not 

exceeding the sum of threepence for every hundred names, and som 35 
proportion for any lesser number ; and the moneys arising from the 
sale thereof, and of the town clerk’s lists, and of the lists of claims 
and objections as aforesaid, shall be applied in aid of the local rate. 



^ The governing body of any town in which this Act is in 

sationto' force may, on the petition of any person whose office or employment 40 
officers. is abolishe ci by or under this Act, inquire whether any and, if any, 
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Expenses, 
liow to be 
defrayed. 



Delivery of 
notices. 



what compensation ought to he made to the petitioner , regard being 

had to the conditions on which his appointment was made, the nature 

of his office or employment, and the duration o{ has We; and if 
they think that his claim to compensation is established, they may 
6 award to him such compensation as under the circumstances of the 
case they think just and reasonable. 

32 The governing body of every town in which the Act is in 
operation shah take an account of the reasonable expenses incurred 
in carrying into effect the several provisions of this Act so fai as 

10 relates to the said lists, the registers of voters, and also to the ^ - 
muneration of the revising barrister engaged in revising such lost 
as aforesaid, and shall order the same to be paid out of the local late. 

33 Anv summons, notice, writ, or proceeding of any kind what- 
soever to be served under the provisions of this Act upon any 

IB member of any governing body or upon any own cj«k * 

served upon him by being left at or sent through any post office to 
suI member or to such town clerk, directed to him at the town 
bailor by being delivered to such _ member or to such Aown clerk 
personally; and in all cases m which any notice is by this Act 
20 required to be given to the owner or occupier of anypremises it shall 
be sufficient to address the notice to such owner or occupier by the 
description of such owner or occupier (as the case may require) 
the premises (naming them) in respect of which the notice is given, 

Sent further name or description, and the notice shan be served 
96 upon such owner or occupier, as the case may inquire, either pei^ 
sonally or by delivering the same to some inmate of his or then 
place of abode, or in the case of the occupier and also in the case of 
the owner (if his place of abode be unknown), upon some mrnato of 
the premises in respect of which such notice is given, or if there be 
,0 no inmate in such premises, then in case the notice “Turned to be 
served on the occupier, and in case of the owner also (if his place of 
abode be rmknown), it shall be sufficient to fe the notice upon 
some conspicuous part of such premises ; Provided always, that m 
cases of notices to the owner, although his place of abode be ^known 
35 to the person delivering such notice, yet if it be ^thm the 
35 town it shall be sufficient to transmit any notice directed to him by 
name tlirougli tlie post. 

Procedure at Elections. 

34 Every election of the governing body or of any member ot 

« thereof in any town in which this Act is m force shall be conducted » tow 
to ah respects in the manner in which such election would have j, he con- 
[34.] 0 2 
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A.D.187Y. been conducted it this Act had not been passed, subject to the 
following modifications : 

(1 ) Two forms of nomination papers shall he provided ; one 
form (each of which shall he headed “ owners nomination 
paper”) shall he used exclusively for the nomination of 5 
candidates for the office of owners representatives, herein- 
after called “ owners candidates”; and the other form (each 
of which shall he headed “ occupiers nomination paper ) 
shall he used exclusively for the nomination of candidates 
for the office of occupiers representatives, herein-after 10 
called " occupiers candidates 

(2.) In the case of a poll at any election two forms of ballot 
papers shall he provided ; one form (each of which shall 
he headed “ owners ballot paper,” and shall contain a list 
of owners candidates) shall he used exclusively for the 15 
election of owners representatives ; and the other form 
(each of which shall he headed “ occupiers ballot paper,' 
and shall contain a list of the occupiers candidates) shall 
be used exclusively for the election of occupiers repre- 
sentatives : ^ 

(3.) The presiding officer at every election shall deliver to each 
elector as many ballot papers as the votes which according 
to the register of voters such elector is entitled to give at 
such election, and the number stated in the copy of the 
register to he the number of each elector shall he marked on 28 
the counterfoil of every ballot paper given to such elector ; 
and such elector shall record his vote on every such 
ballot paper, and shall dispose of the same in the manner 
prescribed in the Ballot Act, 1872, with respect to the 
ballot paper therein mentioned : ' 30 

(4.) Separate ballot boxes shall he provided to receive the ballot 
papers of the electors entitled to vote as owners and as 
occupiers respectively, and each of such ballot boxes shall 
have the words “ owners ballot box ” or ” occupiers ballot 
•• box," as the case may he, distinctly painted or written 35 
on the outside thereof. 
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SCHEDULES. 



SCHEDULE (A.) 





1st Column. | 


2nd Column. | 


3rd Column. | 


4th Column, j 


5tli Column. 




Description of Town, j 


Governing Body. | 


Local Bate. j Beturning Officer. | 


— 


5 






Part I. 








The city of Dublin 


The lord mayor, 
aldermen, and 


The borough rate 


The lord mayor - 


The town clerk. 






burgesses act- 
ing by the town 








10 




council. 






The town clerk. 


Towns corporate 


The mayor, alder- 
men, and bur- 


The borough rate 


The mayor 


15 


> 


council. 









Part II. 



Towns containing a 
population of six 
thousand having 
) connnissionei s ap- 

pointed by virtue of 
an Act made in the 
ninth year of the 
reign of George the 
5 Fourth, intituled 

“ An Act to make 
“ provision for the 
“ lighting, cleansing, 
“ and watching of 









The rate which the The chairman of 

commissioners are the commis- 

authorised to make, sioners. 

impose, collect, and 
levy under the pro- 
visions of the said 
Act of the ninth 
year of the reign r r 
George the Fourth. 



“ corporate 
“ market towns ... 
“ Ireland in certain 



35 Towns containing 
population of 
thousand having 
municipal commis- 
sioners under 3 & 4 
40 Vict. o. 108. 

Towns containing a 
population of six 
thousand having 
town commissioners 
45 under the Towns 
Improvement (Ire- 
hind) Act, 1854 
(17 & IS Vict. 

'03.). 



The clerk to 
the commis- 
sioners. 



[34.] 



The municipal The borough rnte 



. The rate which the 
commissioners are 
authorised to make 
and levy under the 
provisions of the 
Towns Improve- 
ment (Ireland) Act, 
1854, 17 & 18 Vict. 
c. 103. 

0 3 



The chairman of 
the municipal 
commissioners. 



The chairman of 
the township 
commissioners. 



The clerk to 
the munici- 
pal commis- 
sioners. 



The clerk to 
the town com- 
missioners. 
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1st Column. 


2nd Column. 


3rd Column. 


4th Column. 


5th Column. 


Description of Town. 


Governing Body. 


Local Rate. 


Returning Officer. 


- 


Towns or townships 
containing a popula- 
tion of six thousand 
having cominis- 


The town or 
township com- 
missioners. 


Any rate which the 
commissioners are 
authorised to make 
and levy in any 


The chairman of 
the town or 
township com- 
missioners. 


The clerk to 
the town or 
township com- 
missioners. 


sioners appointed 
under any local and 
personal Act for 
purposes similar to 
the purposes of the 
above - mentioned 




under or hy virtue 
of any local and per- 
sonal Act in force 
in such town or 
township. 






Acts. 











SCHEDULE (B.) 



To [name and address ]. 

I hereby give you notice that, under the powers conferred upon 
me by the Municipal Elections (Ireland) Act, .1877, I shall, from 
and after the dayof next, require you to pay 

the sum of pounds on the day of in 

every year [or by equal half-yearly or quarterly payments on the 20 
days to he stated ], in addition to the rent previously paid by you in 
respect of the [house or warehouse, offices, counting- 

house, shop, #•<?.] and premises occupied by you at [describe 
situation ]. 

(Signed) • 25 

Address. 

Date. 



SCHEDULE (C.) 



Eorm (1.) 

Notice of Claim as Owner [or Occupier]. 30 

To the Town Clerk [or Clerk to the Commissioners, #■<?.] of the 
Town of 

I hereby give you notice that I claim to have my name entered 
as owner [_or occupier] in the register of voters of this town , and 
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that I am the owner [or occupier] of [here describe the lands or &. 
•premises, home, warehouse, counting house, office, or shop then owned 
or occupied by the claimant) in the said town, which is rat ® d as 
being of the net annual value of pounds or upwards, and that 

B I receive pounds [and pay pounds] or pay pounds 

per annum as rent in respect thereof, and that I have owned [oj 
occupied] the said premises [or the said premises and oilier pre- 
mises, describing such other premises within the said tom) foi t 
since of r years or months] last past, and that I have paid 

10 or contributed to the local rate within the meaning of the Mumeipa 
Elections (Ireland) Act, 1877, in respect of the. said premises ■ m 
proportion to my interest therein, and that I claim to be entitle 
to votes in respect thereof. 

Dated the day of in the year- 

[Sere state address .] 

[It the claim is made on behalf of a corporation, company, iSJ ““ 

Government, the above form shonld be followed mutate mut.ndm , the name and 
address of the proxy should be added, and a copy of the resolution, mmolo, or order 
,0 him, and the form shonld he signed by the secretary or some other office, 

on behalf of the corporation, company, or department, as the case may be.] 



[3d-] 
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[40 Vjct.] Local Government in Towns {Ireland). 

SCHEDULE (C.) 



Eorm (3). 

Notice oe Objection. 

To the town clerk of the town of [“• to AJB ’ 

6 giving the name and address of the person objected to\ . 

I hereby nice yon notice that I object to the name of 
roc to your name] [ describe the person objected to as described m 
the list of the town cleric, $c.] being retained on the list of voters 
of this town; or [as being entered on the list of voters as being 
10 entitled to more than votes]. 

Dated the day of in the year 

(Signed) -i.B. 

[here state the address and property in respect of which he 
is entitled to be qualified .] 

Town Clerk. 
15 



SCHEDULE (C.) 



Eobm (4). 

List op Claimants.— Owners [or Occupiers]. 

The following Persons claim to have their names inserted as 
20 Owners [or Occupiers] on the register of voters of the town of 



Number. 


Christian Name 
and Surname 
of each Claimant. 


Residence. 


Description of 
Qualifying Property. 


Number of V otes 
claimed. 


25 1 

2 

3 

4 
& c. 











30 Dated tlie 



day of in the year 

(Signed) Town Clerk. 



[34] 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



26 



Local Government in Towns (Irelcmd). [40 Vict.] 



A.D. 1877. 



k a 

SCHEDULE (C.) 



Eorm (5). 

List of Persons objected to. 

Owners [or Occupiers] List. 

The following Persons have been objected to as not being entitled 5 
to have their Names retained on, or as not entitled to the number 
of votes mentioned in the list of voters for the town of 



Number. 


Christian Names 
Surname. 


Residence. 


Description of 
Qualifying 
Property. 


Number of 
Votes claimed. 


Number of 
Votes admitted 
by Objector. 


1 

2 












3 

4 
&c. 













Dated the day of in the year 

(Signed) A.B., Town Clerk. 
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